Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 02924 261557Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO IO-13 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 /071 W 

270127Z 126111/12 

R 261416Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5882 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
USMISSION USUN 

CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 2924 

EO. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, JO.XF 

SUBJECT: GOI DECIDES TO LIMIT ISRAELI ARAB TRAVEL TO JORDAN 

REF: TEL AVIV 1893 

1 .IN A CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBOFF APRIL 25, THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S ADVISOR ON ARAB AFFAIRS (GUR- ARIEL) 

SAID THAT FOLLOWING SUSPENSION OF VISITS BY ISRAELI 
ARABS TO JORDAN (REFTEL,GOI POLITICAL REVIEW OF 
THE MATTER HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND A DECISION HAS 
BEEN TAKEN TOAPPROVE SUCH TRAVEL "FOR HUMANITARIAN 
PURPOSES ONLY." REQUESTS BY ISRAELI ARABS FOR 
SUCH TRAVEL WOULD BE RVIWED ON A CASE-BY-CASE 
BASIS. THE GOI DOES NOT PLAN TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
DECISION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2.GUR-ARIEL EXPLAIND THAT THE ISRAELI LEADER- 
SHIP HAD REACTED NEGATIVELYTO STATEMENTS BY 
THE KING AND OTHER JORDANIANS THAT THE VISITORS 
WERE FROM "THE OCCUPIED LAND" ARTHER THAN FROM 
ISRAEL.THE ISRAELIS HAD ALSO NOTED THAT WITH 
FEW EXCEPTION S ,THE VISITORS HAD IDENTIFIED 
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THEMSELVES AS REASIDENTS OF ACRE OR NAZARETH OR 
HAIFA.RATHER THAN AS CITIZENS OF ISRAEL.IN 
SUM.THE GOVERNMENT HAD FELT THAT IT HAD GAINED 
LITTLE FROM ITS "EXPERIMENT." 

3. COMMENT : GUR- ARIEL, WHO IN HIS CAPACITY 
AS ACTING ADVISOR TO THE PRIME MINISTER ON ARAB 
AFAIRS HAD PERSONA! .1 .YTNTTTATFD GOI APPROVAL 
FOR THE VISITS, SEEMED SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DECISION. "I WOULD DO THE SAME 
THING AGAIN," HE SAID DEFENSIVELY. AS FOR THE 
ABSENCE OF PUBLICITY ABOUT THE DECISION,THE GO 
APPARENTLY WISHES TO AVOID CONNECTIONS WITH ITS 
SUPPORT FOR "OPEN BRIDGES." 

DUNNIGAN 
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